
HUNTSVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
GRADUATION COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY GUIDELINES 

 

Congratulations on completing high school! We are proud of your hard work and want to provide you with a 

memorable ceremony to honor your accomplishments. Due to the unique set of circumstances we are 

currently experiencing with COVID-19, it is extremely important for all students, parents, guests and staff to be 

patient, flexible, and diligent in following the guidelines we must follow to protect the health and safety of 

everyone involved. Please read the following information very carefully and understand that all rules will be 

strictly enforced.  

 

GRADUATION DATE, TIME AND VENUE 

Our graduation ceremony will be held on Saturday, July 25, 2020 @ 8 AM at the Woodforest Bank Stadium 

(19115 David Memorial Dr, Shenandoah, TX 77385) in Conroe ISD. Due to spacing restrictions placed on 

graduations per Executive Order by Governor Greg Abbott, our local facilities and Sam Houston State 

University stadium could not accommodate the number of guests we wanted to be able to attend to celebrate 

this great accomplishment (for your reference, the Governor’s guidance given per the Executive Order is made 

available on our “Graduation Information” web page located on our District website). We are fortunate to 

work closely with our neighboring school districts; we thank Conroe ISD for use of their stadium. We are 

guests at Conroe ISD’s Woodforest Bank Stadium and want to ensure we are good guests and school district 

neighbors. Thank you in advance for adhering to all the guidelines set forth in this document!  

 

In the event of rain or other weather occurrence, or a change in COVID-19 that does not permit a ceremony to 

take place on July 25, we will not have a make-up date.  Due to logistics and circumstances outside of our 

control, if it is not possible to hold the ceremony as scheduled, graduation will instead be virtual with the 

possibility of a drive-thru ceremony.  Our goal and desire is to honor our 2020 graduates with a safe and 

memorable in-person commencement ceremony; if an alternative ceremony is necessary, we will 

communicate the details with you as soon as possible.  

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

In order for high schools in Texas to have a face-to-face graduation, we must follow the guidelines provided by 

the Governor of Texas, the Texas Education Agency, Montgomery County officials, and the Department of 

State Health Services. The guidelines for Huntsville ISD and the Huntsville High School in-person graduation 

ceremony are very clear; we must practice social distancing and take precautions to avoid the spread of 

COVID-19. Following are the expectations for all guests and graduates attending one of the graduation 

ceremonies:  

 



 

1. Health Self-Screening 

Prior to arriving to Woodforest Bank Stadium on July 25th, all graduates and guests should self-screen and be 

able to answer “no” to each question below: (Please know that stadium staff will ask.)  

 

● Feeling feverish or a temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit  

● Loss of taste or smell  

● Cough  

● Difficulty breathing  

● Shortness of breath  

● Headache  

● Chills 

● Sore throat  

● Shaking or exaggerated shivering 

● Significant muscle pain or ache 

● Diarrhea  

● Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19, if exposure to the active 

confirmed case occurred within the last 14 days  

 

Those found with any of these signs or symptoms should not attend the ceremony and will not be permitted 

to enter.  

 

We also ask that individuals with a compromised immune system or those in a high-risk category watch the 

ceremony via the live stream.  

 

2. Mask and Face Coverings  

We encourage and request all visitors to the HHS graduation ceremony to wear a mask or face covering to 

help prevent the spread of COVID-19. The District wants to honor graduates and their families while doing 

everything we can to help keep them and our staff safe. Wearing a mask or face covering and maintaining 

social distancing are important parts of the Governor’s Open Texas Plan.  We understand that this is an 

outdoor ceremony and wearing a mask throughout the ceremony may become uncomfortable. While there is 

no penalty for removing one’s mask, it is important to not cough or sneeze on those around you. At a 

minimum, masks should be worn when walking to and from your seats and in the concourse, common, and 

restroom areas.  

 

3. Seating  

Seating has been assigned to meet guidelines for social distancing. Each graduate will receive five (5) tickets: 

one for themself and four for family and guests. There will be four seats between family groups on the same 

row and one empty row in front and behind each family group in the stands. Graduates will have six feet of 

space on all sides of their chair on the field. All graduates and guests must sit in their assigned seats once they 

 



arrive at the stadium. We ask that everyone respect the space of others and not get closer than six feet to 

those outside of their immediate family/guest group. School and District personnel will be working as ushers 

in the stands to help guests find their seats and maintain social distancing. If you have a concern with another 

guest, please see one of the ushers to help.  

 

4. Handicapped Seating 

If you have a guest that needs handicapped seating or is unable to climb stairs, please see a staff member and 

they will assist you to an appropriate seat/handicapped area.  

 

5. Entering the Stadium  

All guests and graduates will be asked if they self-screened prior to arrival using the criteria above. Guests and 

graduates should enter the stadium through the gate that matches the color on their ticket. For example, if 

your ticket is designated as “Green”, you will park in the Green Lot, proceed through the Green entrance and 

sit in the Green seating section where your graduate will be seated in the Green graduate section. Graduates 

will go straight to the field and locate their designated seat on the field.  We kindly ask that as you line up to 

enter the stadium, maintain a minimum of 6 feet distance between their family group and other guest groups. 

Each participant is allowed to bring in one unopened bottle of water to the ceremony. After entering the 

stadium, please find your seat immediately and remain there until the ceremony is over. Anyone needing to 

use the restroom or purchase water will be directed to the closest location. We do ask that you minimize 

moving around in the stands as much as possible and please do not stand in front of or block the view of 

another family group. 

 

6. Exiting the Stadium  

Guests and graduates will be dismissed by sections and rows at the conclusion of the ceremony per 

requirements set forth in the Governor’s Executive Order regarding graduation ceremonies. Please pay close 

attention and listen carefully to the announcements made over the speakers and follow the directions of your 

ushers. Once dismissed, please exit through your assigned color coded gate and make your way immediately 

to your vehicle while maintaining a minimum of six feet from other family groups.  Graduates will be directed 

off the field and will exit the stadium via the two far northend gates and walk around to meet their families 

and guests at the vehicle. No congregating will be allowed. 

 

PARKING, ENTRANCE GATES, GUEST GROUP SEATING  

All parking areas, gates, and seating are color coded to help balance the attendance load into and out of the 

stadium to promote social distancing. Guests must park, enter, and sit in the areas designated by their ticket 

color.  Please remember to follow social distancing guidelines during this time and please keep at least 6 feet 

from other guest groups.  Field entry areas will be marked for graduate seating.  

 

 

 

 

 



GRADUATE ENTRANCE TO THE FIELD SEATING  

Graduates will be given their seating assignments when they pick up their tickets. Graduates will need to 

report directly to their seat on the field. Personnel will be available to remind graduates of their seat 

assignments. Once seated, graduates will need to remove their index card from their seat. The index card will 

be the card graduates will submit to the name caller by the stage; therefore, it is vital that you do not lose it. 

The index card is the graduates’ ticket to go across the stage. At all times, students must practice safe social 

distancing and keep at least six feet between themselves and other graduates.  

 

DRESS CODE FOR GRADUATION  

Graduates should dress in accordance with the tradition, dignity, and formality of this auspicious occasion. It is 

recommended female graduates wear a dress or slacks and nice blouse and flat-soled shoes. No heels are 

allowed as it is very difficult to walk on the turf when wearing high heels. It is recommended that male 

graduates wear dress slacks, a nice shirt, and dress shoes or nice boots. You are asked to wear your 

mortarboard FLAT with the tassel draped over your left temple. No alterations or lettering is allowed on caps! 

Please refrain from chewing gum – this is a formal ceremony! No inappropriate actions will be tolerated. 

Violators will be escorted out of the stadium and not be allowed to participate. We encourage guests to avoid 

dressing in heavy fabrics or layers and choose lightweight summer appropriate clothing instead as the 

temperature gets extremely hot in the stands in July. A Balfour representative will be at the stadium, if you 

need to purchase a cap and gown. 

 

DECORATING YOUR GRADUATION CAP  

Decorating your graduation cap is not allowed. 

 

GRADUATE BEHAVIOR 

Please remember that the graduation ceremony is a very special and fun time, yet also a formal and dignified 

occasion. We expect all participants and guests to conduct themselves in a positive and appropriate manner. 

Please understand that all graduates and their families deserve to hear each graduate’s name and celebrate 

this accomplishment with them. Please do not create a distraction that would diminish this event or take away 

from any one graduate. Due to social distancing guidelines, the throwing of the caps in the air at the 

conclusion of the ceremony will not be allowed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ITEMS NOT PERMITTED AT GRADUATION  

Please limit what you bring into the stadium. All bags/purses area subject to search.  If guests bring a small 

purse/car keys/camera, you will be fine.  Graduates please give your items to your parents/guests to keep 

during the ceremony.  Bleacher seats (17” wide and 13” deep max) or cushions are also permitted.  A small 

personal sized umbrella will be allowed so long as it does not obstruct the view of other guests.  The following 

items are NOT permitted in the stadium:  

 

● outside food and drinks (see exception below for water)  

● weapons of any kind  

● tobacco 

● illegal drugs 

● alcohol  

● signs/fatheads  

● coolers or large bags  

● large/medium sized umbrellas (personal size allowed) 

● balloons  

● noise makers/horns/airhorns  

● any other item that may be disruptive or deemed dangerous  

 

WATER  

A clear water bottle containing water will be allowed due to extreme temperatures expected during July 

ceremonies. The stadium will also be selling water in each area for guests. All graduates will be provided water 

on the field next to their chair. 

 

TICKETS 

All graduates will pick up a graduation ticket packet from Huntsville High School prior to graduation. The dates 

for pick up will be July 21st through July 23rd from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the front entrance of HHS. In the 

packet, you will receive one (1) graduate ticket and four (4) guest tickets (color area, parking area color, gate 

color, section color, row and seat will be indicated). If you have a toddler-age child, you may bring them to the 

ceremony without a ticket; however, they will be required to sit in your lap once you arrive at your seats and 

stay in your lap until the end of the ceremony. Please do not let them play or roam down the row in front, 

beside, or behind your seats. Please make sure that you have the tickets as there will not be any admittance to 

the ceremony without a ticket. Please know that all four guests for a specific graduate must sit in the assigned 

seats for that graduate. Having members of another graduate’s group sit with you may put you, your family, 

and the other family’s health in jeopardy. Therefore, if you have extra tickets, sharing with someone outside of 

your household is not recommended.  

 

The graduate’s ticket may be a color other than the color assigned to his or her family group. If this occurs, the 

color of the family/guest group tickets should be used to determine color for parking/gate/section seating. 

 

 



FINES, BOOKS, EQUIPMENT, UNIFORMS, AND FEES 

All seniors must ensure that all textbooks, library books, Chromebooks, technology equipment, and/or 

uniforms have been returned and all fees/fines have been cleared. Any senior who has failed to complete 

these tasks will not be allowed to participate in the Graduation Ceremony. All fines, equipment, uniforms, 

books, and fees must be paid before July 21st at 1:00 p.m. You will not receive your graduation ticket packet 

until all items have been cleared. 

 

ARRIVAL TIMES  

The pre-graduation program will start approximately 15 minutes prior to the designated start time. All 

graduates are asked to arrive by 7:30 a.m. to ensure they are seated by 7:45 a.m.. All guests are asked to be 

seated by 7:45 a.m. The ceremony will begin promptly at 8:00 a.m. We encourage guests to remain in their car 

for as long as possible due to the heat concerns. Your ticket is numbered and your seat is reserved for you so 

there will be no need for you to rush in to find a seat. 

 

CEREMONY, PHOTOGRAPHY AND LIVE STREAMING 

For safety and health measures, and so that the sound quality is at its best, a large portion of the program will 

be pre-recorded.  The front of the stage for the graduates will be around the 10-15 yard line in front of the 

video scoreboard. Due to restrictions with social distancing and prohibitions on congregating, graduates will 

ot walk in procession into the ceremony; graduates will arrive to their designated seats and the ceremony will 

begin promptly at 8 AM with the students already seated.  We understand this is different from our standard 

graduation commencement ceremony, but in order to comply with the requirements set forth to hold an 

outdoor ceremony, these programmatic adjustments were necessary.  

 

Each graduate will appear on the scoreboard as they cross the stage. Guests will not be allowed to move 

closer to take pictures during the ceremony.  A photographer will take their picture as they cross and after 

they leave the stage. Preserving Memories Photography is the company that will take 2 pictures of each 

graduate.  

● One as they cross the stage. Unlike other years where graduates take a picture with a member of the 

Huntsville ISD School Board, this will be an individual picture due to social distancing requirements. 

Superintendent, Dr. Sheppard will hand each graduate their diploma cover. There will be no shaking of 

hands. Students will take their cover; stop at the center stage for their individual picture and proceed 

to exit the stage.  

● One after exiting the stage. Preserving Memories will take another individual photo with the graduate 

in front of a backdrop.  

 

Preserving Memories Photography will provide information for you to buy graduation pictures. Students will 

receive their actual diploma as they walk back to their assigned seat from the counseling and administrative 

team. Guests are more than welcome to take pictures of your graduate from your seat but no one is allowed 

to be at the railing area during the graduation ceremony.  

 

 



We understand the importance of this ceremony and the desire to include members of your extended family 

to participate in this event. In an effort to allow people to safely enjoy the ceremony, weather permitting and 

technical issues aside, we will be live streaming the commencement ceremony for family members and loved 

ones who are not able to attend.  We have created a webpage on our District website dedicated for our 2020 

graduation ceremony where this guidance, the links to the live stream and other important information will be 

located.  

 

From our District website at huntsville-isd.org, click on the “Parents & Students” tab on the menu bar. Click on 

“Class of 2020” to take you to the “Graduation Information” page.  You will find all the latest information 

about the graduation including maps, expectations and guidelines.  At the bottom of the page, the live stream 

link for Huntsville High School Commencement will be found.   On the day of the graduation, the live stream 

will be streamed from the District YouTube channel and accessed through our District website.  Viewers will 

be able to click the link to watch. Login information will not be needed to access the live stream. 

 

The direct link to the “Graduation Information” page is:  

https://www.huntsville-isd.org/graduation  

 

The live stream link will also be shared to the District social media pages. The ceremony will also be available 

for playback following the ceremony.  

 

We do recognize that this year’s ceremony will be different due to the circumstance, but that will not deter us 

from recognizing our 2020 Seniors. We know that taking these safety and health precautions, we will have a 

great graduation commencement ceremony to honor the end of a great academic career in Huntsville ISD.  

 

We thank you for your patience and flexibility through this process. 

 

https://www.huntsville-isd.org/graduation

